STATE OF NEW MEXICO

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

HECTOR H. BALDERAS
ATTORNEY GENERAL
October 16, 2019

Citizens for an Open and Responsible Edgewood
Adrian Terry
P.O. Box 846
Edgewood, NM 87015
Re: Open Meetings Act Complaint – Town of Edgewood Council
Dear Mr. Terry:
The Office of the Attorney General, Open Government Division (“OGD”) has received your
complaint alleging violations of the Open Meetings Act (“OMA”), NMSA 1978, Sections 10-151 to -4 (2013) by the Town of Edgewood Council (“the Council”). The OGD is charged with
enforcement of the OMA and in that capacity has reviewed the facts and allegations in your
complaint. See NMSA 1978, § 10-15-3(B) (authorizing the Office of the Attorney General to
enforce all provisions of the Open Meetings Act).
The Open Meetings Act is intended to provide the public with access to “the greatest possible
information regarding the affairs of government and the official acts of those officers and
employees who represent them.” Section 10-15-1(A). To that end, the OMA requires that all public
bodies keep minutes of each meeting containing at least “the date, time and place of the meeting,
the names of members in attendance and those absent, the substance of the proposals considered
and a record of any decisions and votes taken that show how each member voted.” Section 10-151(G). While the OMA does not require public bodies to make an audio or video recording of its
meetings, they must accommodate members of the public who wish to do so. See § 10-15-1(A)
(providing that, “Reasonable efforts shall be made to accommodate the use of audio and video
recording devices.”).
Your complaint alleges that, although previously audio recordings of meetings were posted online
in a readily-usable file format, the Council has recently begun posting these recordings exclusively
on YouTube. Notwithstanding that this may very well be inconvenient to some members of the
public, and while providing meeting recordings to the public in an accessible file format may very
well be a best practice for all public bodies, the fact remains that the OMA simply does not require
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the Council to keep audio recordings of its meetings, much less in a particular file format. For this
reason, we conclude that you have not identified a violation of the OMA.
With that being said, we would note that several options remain available to the Citizens for an
Open and Responsible Edgewood as it pertains to obtaining audio recordings of Council meetings.
First, as noted previously, public bodies are required by the OMA to make reasonable
accommodations for members of the public who wish to personally record open meetings. See §
10-15-1(A). This would allow the Citizens for an Open and Responsible Edgewood to potentially
record Council meetings without having to rely upon the public body’s provision of the audio file.
Additionally, you may be able to obtain the audio file in a different file format through the
Inspection of Public Records Act (“IPRA”), NMSA 1978, Sections 14-2-1 to -12 (1947, as
amended through 2018), should the Council be maintaining the recording in the file format you
request. See § 14-2-9(B) (requiring public bodies to “provide the electronic record in the file format
in which it exists at the time of the request”).
The Office of the Attorney General appreciates you bringing possible violations to this office and
will welcome any further complaints you may submit. If you have any concerns in the future,
please do not hesitate to contact us. Additionally, the OMA Guide is available on the website of
the Office of the Attorney General at www.nmag.gov.
Sincerely,

John Kreienkamp
Assistant Attorney General
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