April 28, 2017

Dear New Mexico Attorney General Hector Balderas,
I am writing to you today to formally file an Open Meetings Act violation
complaint against the Valencia County Commission.
To preface my complaint, I will start with a little history of the issue.
In 2013, the village of Los Lunas filed a lawsuit alleging the Valencia County
Commission overstepped its authority by contracting with the city of Belen to
allow the municipality to select a health care provider for a county hospital.
The suit also alleged that former Valencia County Commissioner Donald Holliday
resigned and moved out of his commission district before he voted to approve the
contract with Belen.
On Feb. 3, 2017, the city of Belen filed a separate lawsuit against the Valencia
County Commission, alleging breach of contract with the city regarding the health
care provider.
Later that month, the county commissioners asked both Los Lunas and Belen to
dismiss their lawsuits, promising to move the hospital forward in the near future.
Belen ultimately dropped its lawsuit. The Valencia County Commission has
discussed the litigation in executive session numerous times before and after
asking the municipalities to dismiss their respective lawsuits.
On Monday, April 17, 2017, following a Belen City Council meeting, County
Commissioner David Hyder approached me in the parking lot. During our

conversation, I mentioned that people are frustrated that the commission has yet to
publicly discuss how it intends to move forward with the hospital project.
I asked him when and if the commission is going to do something about it or if
there were any plans in the making. Hyder responded, saying “Not that you know
of.” I asked the commissioner what he meant by that and he said the commission
has discussed a plan for the hospital project in executive session.
He did not specify during which executive session this was discussed in but
indicated it was within the last few weeks.
Commissioner Hyder did mention than in one of these executive sessions
Commissioners Charles Eaton and Helen Cole informed the other commissioners
they had met with representatives with Presbyterian.
While we don’t believe the meeting with Presbyterian violated the OMA because
there wasn’t a quorum of commissioners present, we do think the commission
violated the Open Meetings Act by talking about their plans for moving forward
with the hospital project.
It’s one thing to discuss the ongoing litigation about the hospital, but if they were
in fact talking about the county’s future plan regarding the hospital project, that
conversation should have been conducted in public and not behind closed doors in
an executive session.
I encourage your office to investigate this matter in a timely and judicious manner.
I thank you for your time, assistance and continued vigilance and defense of
government transparency.

Sincerely,
Clara Garcia
Editor
Valencia County News-Bulletin
CC: Daniel Monette, Valencia County manager

